
 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 – 7:20 am Arrive, Register, Tea, Coffee and Croissants 
 

 
7:20 – 7:30 am 

 
Ashley Walmsley MC Welcome  
Opening Address,  Inspector Kevin Guteridge 
 

7:30 – 8:30 am Food Trends in Australian and Asian Supermarkets to drive change in agribusiness 
- Steve Spencer,  Freshagenda 

 
8:30 – 9:15 am Trends in Global innovation, automation and robotics in Agriculture 

- Dr Sarah Eastwood, QMI 
 

9:15 – 9:45 am Innovations in Packing Handling and Marketing Systems 
- George Ganzenmuller,  Orora 
- Wes Bray,  Orora 

 
9:45 – 10:00 Local case studies of business technology innovation in practice 

- Phil Baker,  Intritec 
 

10:00 – 10:20 am Morning Tea 
 

 
10:20 – 11:20 am 

 
Open Forum – Moderator,  Romalia Prasad 

- Q&A with Panel Specialists Agrifoods 
Opportunity to question panellists 

 
11:20 – 11:30 am Digital Enterprise and Trade Opportunities 

- Daniel Reeves,  Bundaberg Regional Council 
 

11:30 – 11:50 am Understanding the R&D Tax Incentive 
- Deborah Mead,  AusIndustry  

Case Study Bugs for Bugs,  Dan Papacek 
 

11:50 – 12:10 pm Researchers in Business 
- David Martin, Researchers in Business Facilitator 

 
12:10 – 12:40 pm DAFF QLD Partnering with Industry in RD&E programs 

- Dr Michael,  Kennedy DAFFQ 
- Craig Henderson,  DAFFQ 
- John Wilky,  DAFFQ 

 
12: 40 pm Close:  Lunch & Networking 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 

Steve Spencer is a food industry analyst and adviser and a director of Freshagenda.  He provides 
clients with insights on retail and consumer trends; national and global market analyses; industry 
capacity and knowledge management.  Steve has managed a number of large projects exploring 
the future prospects for agrifood industries and client enterprises, including the recent Horizon 
2020 project for the dairy sector; as well as projects analysing the dynamics of Australian food 
value chains in beef, seafood, fresh produce and processed foods.  Steve’s clients include food 
companies, primary producers, investors, retailers, and industry bodies. 
 

 

 

Dr Sara Eastwood is an experienced manufacturing consultant, specialising in discovering and 
evaluating global technologies to maintain the competitiveness of Queensland’s manufacturing 
industry.   
She is a professional engineer with over 20 years’ experience in manufacturing engineering 
technology, with additive manufacturing, robotics and automation being her primary areas of 
expertise. 
Her current role at QMI Solutions involves managing a number of projects to evaluate new 
technologies for potential application in Queensland and Australia, as well as technology-based 
projects for individual firms. 
A graduate of The University of Nottingham, Sara has a PhD in Manufacturing Engineering and is 
also an avid mountain biker. 
 

 

George Ganzenmuller is Innovation Manager at Orora Fibre Packaging, based in Queensland. A 
past national president of the Australian Institute of Packaging and recipient of the AIP's 
Founders Award, he has been involved in the food and packaging industry for over 25 years. His 
passion for the agribusiness sector started on the family orchard in Stanthorpe where they grew 
stone fruit and apples leading him through his studies in Food Technology at the QLD Agricultural 
College. 

 

 

Dr Michael Kennedy is the General Manager of Horticulture and Forestry Science in the 
Queensland Government Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry. This Division 
employs about 180 scientific and technical staff on a research, development and extension 
program targeting growth, improved productivity and profitability in the horticulture and forest 
industries. $13M p.a. of State funding is matched by external (mainly industry) co-investment in 
projects aiming to maximise the contribution of these industries to the economy. Michael has 
been employed by the Queensland Government in forest products and horticulture R&D for over 
40 years. He holds QUT undergraduate and Masters' degrees in applied chemistry and a PhD in 
the bio-organic chemistry of wood. His own research focussed on wood durability and timber 
preservation, producing industry-significant outcomes and several innovations covered by 
national and international patents. 
 

 
 

Wes Bray is the National New Business Development Manager Fruit and Produce, based in 
Queensland. Wes has 30 plus years experience in the Corrugated Packaging Industry specialising 
in the Fruit and Produce market and as part of his role, travels Australia and New Zealand 
extensively working in all levels of manufacturing, Sales / Marketing and Innovation 
Development for the Orora Group business. Outside of work, Wes also has a keen personal 
interest in the land, particular with his cattle properties in SE Qld. 
 



 

 

 

 

Craig Henderson is a Principal Horticulturist with DAFFQ, working out of the Gatton 
Research Facility. He began practising agricultural research, development and extension 
(RDE) in 1982. Since returning to Queensland from Western Australia in 1989, he has 
participated in research with a broad range of vegetable industries, with specific activity 
in sweet potato RDE (principally irrigation and general agronomy) for over 14 years. 
During the last ten years, Craig has completed projects involving more than $8M of 
research funding. These projects evaluated new sweet potato cultivars, and explored 
consumer attitudes to sweet potatoes, as well as successfully innovated new irrigation 
strategies for vegetables and sports fields. 
Craig currently leads the DAFFQ sweet potato research portfolio, including: cultivar 
development, agronomic improvement, virus management and consumer insights. Craig 
and his team particularly enjoy working with the well-organised and innovative 
Australian Sweet potato Growers (ASPG) and associated service professionals. 
 

 

Romila Prasad has over 20 years experience in the public sector which encompasses 
policy, governance, and international business.  
For the past eight years Romila has held several management roles in Trade and 
Investment Queensland (TIQ).  Her experience in TIQ has been in export and investment 
facilitation and business development across a number of industries including resources 
and mining, infrastructure and construction, food and agribusiness, aviation and ICT 
targeting several international markets including India, Europe, Russia, sub-Sahara Africa 
and the Americas.  
 

 

Dr Kent Fanning is part of the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry’s (DAFF), 
Innovative Food Technologies group. This group comprises of a team that includes food 
technologists, food engineers, sensory and consumer scientists, chemists and 
microbiologists. Kent’s project work includes, analysis of components of food products, 
which confer a quality and/or potential health benefit; investigating the impact of 
processing on food systems, with a view to testing and/or optimising production 
protocols; and reviewing scientific and technical literature, and food product databases, 
to summarise and collate health benefits and associated product positioning. Current 
projects that Kent is a member of include, Development of superyellow enhanced 
pigment sweetcorn for eye-health, Developing protocols that maximise the anthocyanin 
content of Queen Garnet plum products, Developing best practice partially processed 
banana product, Evaluation of consumer acceptability of dark strawberry associated to 
health, Colour loss minimisation in stored prawns.   
 

 

David Martin is the Queensland and Northern NSW Researchers in Business Facilitator, 
an Australian Government initiative through Enterprise Connect.  An interpreter fluent in 
small businessese, bureaucratese and researchese, David has assisted the business 
community to effectively engage with research organisations across Australia, find the 
right researchers to work with them, facilitate the development of project plans and 
commercial arrangements that has resulted in over forty research/industry 
collaborations across a wide range of industries.  David's career has been diverse having 
worked in resource exploration as a geologist, mergers and acquisitions in the oil and gas 
industry, the development of resources and energy policy at both the Federal and State 
level, maximising opportunities for Australian industry in 88 billion dollars of major 
projects and delivering financial assistance to innovative SME's. 
 

 

Dr John Wilkie (Principal Horticulturist, QDAFF, Bundaberg, 100%) – John is currently 
leading and is a co-principal investigator for the Small Tree – High Productivity Initiative, 
a collaborative research program with the UQ’s QAAFI and NSW DPI. The primary focus 
of John’s work has been undertaking research to improve horticultural tree crop 
productivity through understanding the underlying physiology and crop responses to 
manipulation of the production system e.g. pruning and crop load. He has undertaken 
this work for the subtropical/tropical tree crops macadamia and mango and for the 
highly developed temperate tree crop, apple.  
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