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Editorial
By Stephen Ryan

In this edition, we are very 
pleased to announce that 
once again Case IH has 

agreed to come on board 
for Next Gen’s Step UP! 
Conference. Case IH Step UP! 2015 will take place in 
sunny Palm Cove from March 16 to 18, 2015, with tickets 
available for purchase through nextgenstepup.com.

Next Gen also recently sat down with 2014 Nuffield 
Scholar, Simon Mattsson, to discuss his recent study and 
travel to places such as South Africa, Kenya, Russia, 
Europe and the United States. As part of his Scholarship, 
Simon will concentrate his study on soil health focussing on 
both the beneficial and predatory microbial activities that 
are crucial to sustain productive soils. Simon recently held 
the inaugural Mackay Soil Health Field Day which has been 
hailed as a huge success. More details about the event later 
in this issue.

The program has also been involved with other activities 
taking place in various regions, including the Mossman 
Next Generation Group’s sugarcane display at the 2014 
Mossman Show. Congratulations to M and K Bruyn and 
Rasmussen Contracting for taking out prizes in the Class 1 
division sponsored by Next Gen. 

Remember to keep up to date with all that is going on via 
our website, nextenfarmer.com, our Facebook page ‘Next 
Gen’ or follow us on Twitter; @nextgenfarmer. To receive 
the monthly Next Gen Farmer E-Newsletter, please email 
nextgenfarmers@gmail.com. n
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Marian sugarcane farmer Simon Mattsson, has recently 
returned from his study tour as a 2014 Nuffield 
Scholar and sat down with Next Gen to share his 

experiences and discuss the importance of soil health in the 
sugarcane industry.

Simon’s keen interest in soil health, and unwavering belief 
that soils hold the answers to many an agricultural question, 
earned him his place in the prestigious Nuffield Program.

“Without soil biology your soil cannot be healthy, it will 
have limited water holding capacity, limited nutrient holding 
capacity and poor soil structure,” says Simon.

“The sugarcane industry is very dependent on conventional 
farming philosophy, including high rates of synthetic fertilisers, 
tillage and agro-chemicals. This philosophy totally ignores soil 
biology which is one third of a healthy soil, with soil chemistry 
and soil structure being the other two.

“The adoption of farming techniques that encourage soil 
biology will not only increase production but also reduce 
costs.”

Simon kicked off his Scholarship travels in Sydney in early 
March at the Contemporary Scholars Conference. Here, Simon 
heard from many inspirational speakers from around the world 
along with having the opportunity to visit Parliament House, 
the Australian War Memorial and the ABARES conference.

Soon after, Simon, along with eight other scholars from 
around the world left for South Africa to visit grain and animal 
farms along with research facilities, vineyards and apple and 
pear orchards that were incorporating on-farm tourism.

Amazing Kenya
Following South Africa, the group flew to Nairobi where 

they met up and were hosted by 1964 Nuffield Scholar, David 
Stanley.

“Using three troop carriers we drove all over Kenya and 
visited a range of farming and research facilities. It was truly 
amazing to witness the contrast between the first world and the 
developing world which live side by side in Kenya,” Simon 
said.

After a stop in Moscow, where the group toured dairies and 
vegetable and flower farms along with processing facilities, 
the scholars flew to Warsaw where they embarked on a tour of 
Poland, the Czech Republic and Germany. Here they visited a 
wide range of farming enterprises along with two of the largest 
machinery manufactures in Europe, John Deere and Horsch.

From Germany the group flew to Washington DC for two 
days of meetings with various levels of government talking 
mostly about the latest US farm bill which had only been 
signed off a few weeks before they arrived. From there the 
group travelled to Nebraska where they toured farms and 
manufacturing, processing and research facilities.

“Being with a group of nine people for six weeks of such 
intense travel was amazing. No doubt it is something I will 
never forget.

“I learnt lessons on so many different levels about all 
aspects of agriculture around the world; absolutely mind 
blowing!”

The group then parted ways and Simon started on his 

Spotlight on Next Gen Researcher –
Simon Mattsson

Simon (far right) with fellow Nuffield 
Scholars in Washington DC.
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personal study, touring Nebraska, South Dakota, Wisconsin, 
North Dakota, Montana, Idaho, Washington State, Oregon 
and California meeting with biology aware farmers, USDA 
researchers and University professors.
Nuffield plays a strong role in Australian agriculture

Simon takes a very strong view on the role that a program 
like Nuffield can play not only to Australian agriculture, but 
specifically to the sugarcane industry.

“The importance of Nuffield Australia cannot be over stated 
and I was dismayed to hear that Sugar Research Australia 
(SRA) has decided to cease funding for Nuffield,” says Simon.

“Sometimes the best solutions to a problem come from 
outside of an industry and outside of a country. Nuffield takes 
its scholars all over the world and exposes them to people who 
are leaders in their fields.

“I think the support and network of knowledge I have 
gained will make my studies much more in-depth and relevant 
to the industry.”

Simon points out that the travel and study he has undertaken 
thus far has already made him aware of just how poor a 
condition our soils are in and says the answers have already been 
found through improved soil health elsewhere in the world.

“They are not complex answers, but they will take time and 

a change in farming philosophy. Nobody likes change and this 
will be the hardest part of achieving benefits for our sugarcane 
industry.”
Back into his on-farm projects

Simon arrived back home in early May and has wasted no 
time in getting stuck back into his on-farm projects, currently 
undertaking three trials.

“The first trial is about deep placement of fertiliser; liquid 
phosphorous and nitrogen placed 250 to 300 mm below the 
surface. I’m testing the theory that as the surface dries out and the 
crop seeks water from deeper in the profile it runs out of nutrient.

“The second trial tests two different biological products 
against standard practice.”

Simon is keen to point out that the most important thing to 
remember about his trials is that they will need time to see real 
results, especially his third project.

“The third trial has just been planted which involves two 
different mixes of plant species inter-cropped into a block 
of second ratoon Q232. The plant species include soybean, 
chickpea, vetch, sunflower, oats, rye, turnip and radish.

“As the introduction of additional plant species is intended 
to enable the return of biology that cannot survive solely on 
a diet of sugarcane, this diversity of plant species enables a 
diversity of biology and it’s that diversity that over time will 
improve nutrient cycling and soil health.”

Although hugely passionate about the sugarcane industry 
today, Simon grew up on a beef cattle farm near Gladstone, before 
moving to the sugarcane farm that he farms today in Marian.

“For my family and me, farming is a way of life. We feel 
we have been given a great privilege as stewards of the land to 
preserve it for future generations. The importance of this role in 
society cannot be over stated.”

“I always intend to be a farmer and hope my family are still 
farming where we are into my children’s old age and by then we 
will have been able to show a real improvement in our soils.”
Future challenges

When asked about what challenges he thinks farmers will 
face in the future, Simon makes two points.

“Soil health will be an ongoing challenge as our 
environment is always changing and farming has to adapt to 
that change.

“I am also sure that Aussie sugarcane farmers will continue 
to strive to overcome any challenge that comes their way and 
it is a shame that Nuffield won’t be there to assist the next 
Scholar to help the industry prosper.

Simon continues to say that the story of how to build 
soil health is complex and the current thought process of 
conventional farmers really only treats the symptoms of poor 
soil health without addressing the cause.

“I firmly believe that a better understanding of soil biology 
will lead to a set of solutions that will address the cause of our 
declining productivity,” Simon concludes.

Off the back of his travels, Simon has recently held the 
inaugural Mackay Soil Health Field Day which has been hailed 
as a huge success. A report on the day can be found later in this 
edition. n

Simon (far right) with fellow Nuffield Scholar 
Bryan Granshaw (left) and Next Gen Officer 
Gerard Puglisi (centre).

Simon talking with Mackay Sugar Director Ray 
Magill at the 2013 Next Gen Leadership Course.
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Mossman Next Generation Group 
show cane exhibition

The Mossman Next Generation Group would like to 
congratulate the winners of this year’s cane display. 
The 2014 Mossman Next Generation Groups show cane 

exhibition was a well organised display with a good level of 
entries. 

The display had 38 entries from eight different growers 
with each class being well represented. The growers from the 
region should be commended for their effort, especially after 

the difficult year they had last year. The list of winners can be 
found in the District Reports Section of this issue.

The Mossman Next Generation Group would also like to 
thank everyone who entered and also the people who helped 
setup on the day.

Thanks go to all the sponsors for their support towards prize 
money and expenses for the event. n
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Graham Stirling.

David Hardwick.

“Soil health for us here in Mackay is an issue of 
utmost importance. We have gotten our soils into 
a position where they are badly degraded and we 

need new ideas on how to fix the problem.”
From Biloela to the Burdekin farmers from across the 

agricultural spectrum descended on Walkerston to focus on 
one of the most pressing challenges for landholders today - soil 
health.

Around 70 attendees met at Wests Leagues Club in 
Walkerston to hear from leading experts in soil biology, 
ecology and structure. Presenters included agricultural 
ecologist, David Hardwick, and renowned soil biologist Dr 
Graham Stirling, a leader in the field of nematodes which are a 
particular problem in the Mackay area.

The Soil Health Workshop, supported by Reef Catchments, 
was hosted by Marian cane farmer and Nuffield Farm Scholar, 
Simon Mattsson.

The day included a field trip to Simon’s property to view 
an innovative soil health trial, involving the intercropping of 
multi-species directly into the sugar crop. Up to 10 different 
species of plants are being trialled including soybeans, 
chickpeas, peanuts, oats, rye, sunflower, clover, mustard and 
radish. Promotion of learnings from this trial will be supported 
the Australian Government’s Sustainable Agriculture program, 
run by Reef Catchments.

Simon also spoke about his recent travels – as the 2014 
recipient of a prestigious Nuffield Farm Scholarship (supported 
by Sugar Research Australia) he has travelled extensively 
across the globe including to Africa, Eastern Europe and the 

United States of America to gain a bigger picture of agriculture. 
The trips allow participating farmers to source ideas and insight 
to bring back locally.

“For example, the idea of introducing multiple species 
is something entirely new to the sugar industry, I got the 
idea from the US where intercrop trials in corn have been 
successful,” Simon said.

Simon said across continents, he had seen soil health was a 
key part of more productive agriculture.

“And for us here in Mackay, soil health is an issue of utmost 
importance. We have gotten our soils into a position where they 
are badly degraded and we need new ideas on how to fix the 
problem,” he said.

“All farmers need to be aware of what can be done, because 
what we’re doing currently is only making the problem worse.

“The soil health issues we are facing are not irreversible, we 
can turn it around, but we need some new ideas.”

Farmers attending the day said they came to learn about 
practical measures they can take on their farms to build the 
biology in their soil. They talked frankly about how long term 
farming, particularly with a monoculture, has depleted their 
soils with resulting declines in yield. Information on managing 
nematodes and the importance of plant root systems to soil 
health was of particular interest to all.

Presenters encouraged farmers to follow well known good 
farming practices, such as trash blanketing and controlled 
traffic farming in sugarcane. They also talked about the 
importance of maintaining plant growth in blocks using a 
mixture of a cash crop and cover crops during fallow and 
looking into diverse plantings.

Reef Catchments and Simon will collaborate throughout 
the coming years to keep growers updated on his sugarcane 
soil health trial and to bring more inspiring and informative 
presenters to talk to local farmers and service providers. n

Farmers think outside the square 
at Mackay Soil Health Field Day
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We are alarmed by the 
recent withdrawal of 
MSF and Tully from 

the collaborative industry sugar 
marketing arrangements and 
the impact this decision will 
have for their growers. The 
immediate impact is that MSF 
and Tully growers will not be 
able to access QSL forward 
pricing and pricing pools for the 
2017 season. The decision is 
particularly concerning when the 
Minister for Agriculture, Hon Dr 
John McVeigh MP, only recently implored the industry to work 
together to agree on a grower choice model.

The industry is at a crossroads. With Wilmar, MSF and 
Tully all giving notice, the need for a new industry model 
is obvious. However, we need time, as an entire industry, to 
consider the implications of recent developments for risk, 
transparency, value and competition. QSL is urging Wilmar, 
MSF and Tully to return to the negotiating table as has been 
requested by Minister McVeigh.

Growers and a number of millers strongly support an 
industry-agreed approach to marketing that creates fair 
distribution of value, provides transparency and ensures profits 
are returned to growers and millers.

At QSL, we are strongly advocating for grower choice as 
we believe this is the solution to the industry impasse. It would 
provide competition, encourage innovation and provide the 
fairest outcome for all millers and growers. Without it, we 
face the inevitable negative consequences of a loss of grower 
confidence. Confidence needs to be restored by way of a 
genuine industry discussion.

With industry support, grower choice would provide QSL 
with a robust value proposition of an estimated 2 million tonnes 
of raw sugar to market. It would also provide growers with a 
choice as to who markets their sugar and would allow millers 
the ability to continue to access QSL’s services including: 
financing, pricing, marketing and logistics.

Without support for grower choice, we could see the collapse 
of grower confidence in the Queensland sugar industry.

A profitable sugar industry for Australia relies on farmers 
investing in growing cane, just as much as it relies on millers 
investing in processing. To invest, growers need confidence 
in the transparency and security of their marketing, financing, 
pricing and logistics functions.

If millers want to be assured of cane supply in the future, 
they need to start listening to the famers that supply them cane 
and start respecting their needs, as both rely on each other for 
survival.

As a servant of the industry in Queensland, our priority is to 
secure a sustainable future for the Queensland sugar industry.

Considerations when comparing pricing
Pricing is already a topic of discussion with Wilmar’s recent 

pricing claims, and will no doubt become an integral part of 
industry discussions moving forward, particularly if a grower 
choice model is adopted.

I would therefore like to take this opportunity to urge 
everyone to consider all elements involved in pricing when 
weighing up pricing options or comparing sugar prices. This 
involves carefully examining risk parameters and timelines 
applied to pricing decisions.

Sugar pricing is highly complex and there are a variety of 
options available in our system that results in a wide range of 
prices achieved by individual growers and millers. QSL offers 
a range of pricing options including QSL-managed pools, 
individual Forward Pricing or miller-managed pricing pools. If 
a pool doesn’t exist, millers are welcome to discuss their needs 
with QSL and a pricing pool can be created.

When looking at pricing pools, an important element to 
consider is the risk parameters set around the pricing decisions 
to be undertaken. Each pricing pool that QSL operates has set 
risk parameters to provide growers and millers with a level 
of comfort as to what risk our pricing team will take when 
pricing their sugar. Each grower and miller has different risk 
appetites. Like superannuation funds, the higher the risk in 
sugar marketing pools, the greater the potential for higher 
returns. However, higher risk also means greater potential for 
loss when conditions are less favourable, as has also been seen 
with superannuation funds.

In addition to risk parameters placed around pricing, it’s 
important to consider timing of pricing. Traditionally, QSL-
managed pools have been priced over a single season (12 
month period). In recent years, QSL has introduced Forward 
Season pools which allow millers and growers the opportunity 
to participate in the market over a longer timeframe with 
pricing decisions made as far out as three years. QSL also 
provides growers and millers with the opportunity to conduct 
individual Forward Pricing.

I make these points around risk and timelines for pricing 
approaches because it’s important that like-for-like comparisons 
are made when comparing prices as world prices for raw sugar 
fluctuate and can be highly-volatile depending on supply, 
demand, weather and a range of other market influences.

In the end, pricing is complex and it comes down to the 
level of risk an individual is willing to take. That is why QSL 
provides the wide range of pricing options that it does and 
transparently outlines the risk involved in each pricing option 
so growers and millers can make informed decisions.

We also transparently provide updates on how each of our 
pricing pools are tracking throughout the season so growers 
and millers can see how the pools are performing. At the end 
of the year, we publicly release our final pool prices (2013 due 
mid-July) and we outline our costs and earnings in the Annual 
Report. n

The solution: Grower choice

Greg Beashel.
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Next Gen, the industry body for young sugar cane 
professionals, is thrilled to announce Case IH will once 
again support the popular Step UP! Conference in 2015.

The second Case IH Step UP! Conference follows on from 
the successful inaugural event which took place in 2013, and 
will be held at Hotel Grand Chancellor in Palm Cove on March 
17 and 18, 2015.

The Conference will be a chance for young and established 
farmers, millers, researchers and harvesters to continue the 
conversation about innovation, sustainability and profitability 
in the sugar industry.

Next Gen Officer, Gerard Puglisi, said that having Case IH 
on board for the Conference again in 2015 will mean big things 
for young people of sugar.

“We are thrilled that Case IH has again agreed to be the 
main sponsor for this event.

“The brand is synonymous with profitability, innovation and 
sustainability, so it makes perfect sense that the conference be 
named Case IH Step UP!

“We’ve already had a high level of interest from young cane 
farmers, millers, harvesters and researchers.

“Everyone I speak to, young and old, are really keen to 
attend after the huge success of last year’s event.

“Interest is high because the event will be informative and 
packed with information provided via panels, presentations and 
field trips.

“This is a family friendly event and I encourage delegates to 
bring their family along,” Gerard concluded.
For more information about the Case IH Step UP! Conference,  
please visit nextgenstepup.com. n

Next Gen’s Step UP! Conference 
attracts global brand sponsor

Delegates catch up at the Family BBQ at 
Case IH Step UP! 2013.

Case IH Step UP! 2013 delegates at the Case 
IH machinery display.


