
NextGen Farmer      1

Issue 7



2      NextGen Farmer

Editorial
By Stephen Ryan

Firstly, a big congratulations 
must go to Next Gen 
Rep, Josh Buchbach, for 

taking out ‘Young Achiever of 
the Year’ award at the recent 
Bundaberg Sugar Awards. Josh 
has come along leaps and bounds since joining the industry 
only a few years ago – well done Josh!

Also featured in this edition is an article on Claire Bailey, 
a young agronomist working for Mossman Agricultural 
Services (MAS). It is refreshing to see a young female 
agronomist making a name for themselves in our industry.

Next Gen recently attended the Grower Innovation 
Virtual Expo (GIVE) in Innisfail. The two day event was 
a great success which included interesting presentations 
from grower groups from across the industry on a variety 
of topics. Next Gen had a great week and thank the GIVE 
organising committee for putting on such a great event.

Following GIVE, Next Gen hosted a stall at the Innisfail 
Field Day at the Showgrounds. The torrential rain and 
howling winds allowed farmers to take a break from 
the farm and come down to look at the huge amount of 
exhibitors.

Next Gen Officer, Gerard Puglisi, will be back on the 
road again in April. Gerard will be travelling in the Cane 
Captiva from Mossman all the way down the coast to New 
South Wales. Make sure you give Gerard a call to see when 
he is in your area.

Remember to keep up to date with all that is going on via 
our website, nextgenfarmer.com, our Facebook page ‘Next 
Gen’ or follow us on Twitter; @nextgenfarmer. To receive 
the monthly Next Gen Farmer E-Newsletter, please email 
nextgenfarmers@gmail.com. n

Next Gen Farmer 
GPO Box 608, Brisbane QLD 4001 
Tel: (07) 3839 1900; Fax: (07) 3839 1911 
E: admin@acfa.com.au

Delivery address: 
Level 3, 447 Upper Edward Street 
Spring Hill, Brisbane QLD 4000

Editor: Stephen Ryan 
Administration: Amanda Sheppard 
Next Gen Officer: 
Gerard Puglisi – Mob: 0412 417 717; E: nextgen@acfa.com.au

Next Gen Farmer, Issue 7 
Published April 2014 
ISN 2201-7240
The Australian Cane Famers Association (ACFA) produces Next Gen Farmer. Views 
expressed within are not necessarily those of the ACFA.

FRONT COVER:
Mossman Agricultural Services Agronomist – Claire Bailey.

Contents
Editorial 2
Spotlight on Agronomist – Claire Bailey 3 
QSL Grower Member nominations now open 4 
Next Gen farmer takes out  
Young Achiever of the Year 5
Gerard hits the road 6
Win an iPad Mini! 6
Next Gen at GIVE 2014 7
Next Gen contacts 8

Thank you to our partners



NextGen Farmer      3

For young agronomist, Claire, working in an office was 
never part of the plan and although she didn’t grow up on 
a farm, the draw to work outdoors was too much for her 

to ignore.
After completing some initial study in horticulture in 

Brisbane, Claire decided to further her studies by undertaking a 
degree in Agronomy.

“Mid-way through my degree, there was a job going in 
Tully working for the local productivity services and I thought 
I would give it a go. If I didn’t get it at least the job interview 
would be good practice,” says Claire.

As it happened, Claire was offered the job and so she packed 
up, moved north and got her first taste of the sugar industry.

“I loved my time at Tully. I got a good grounding in sugar 
agronomy and was lucky to work with a really great group of 
growers and industry people there,” says Claire.

After her time with Tully productivity services Claire 
moved to Tasmania for a while, but quickly discovered that the 
Tassie weather wasn’t quite for her and decided she needed to 
head back to sunny Queensland.

“I was looking around for an extension job in the sugar 
industry, and it just so happened that Mossman Agricultural 
Services (MAS) was looking for some ‘young blood’ to come 
in to the business,” says Claire.

“All went well with the paper work and I was packed up 
and ready to move back 3000 km to North Queensland before 
I knew it!”

Claire has now been with MAS for about eight months and 
says that it was a good move for her as Mossman is a nice area 
with great growers and industry people.

“I love working outside and getting my hands dirty. The 
diversity of the sugarcane crop never ceases to surprise me and, 
still being relatively new to the industry, I am always learning 
new things,” says Claire.

“I really enjoy working with the growers as they are 
generally willing to try new things, and they keep things 
interesting and certainly keep me on my toes!”

And on the topic of the next generation in the sugar 
industry? Simply put, Claire believes we can always use more 
young people.

“The ageing farmer population is such a huge topic for all 
of the agricultural industries. I think there are a few key areas 
which are not the easiest to address.

“Capturing knowledge is a challenge and it’s so important! 
As the older generation moves off the farm and the young 
people start moving in they try and ‘capture’ a lifetime of 
knowledge.

“I know for myself that I am trying to learn as much from 
my mentors as I can before they decide to retire. The task of 
learning 30-plus years of local knowledge in only a few years 
is quite a big one,” says Claire.

Another issue Claire sees the sugar industry facing is 
encouraging young people to come back to agriculture and 
then keeping them in the industry. The sugar industry must 
successfully compete with the draw of bigger agricultural 
industries and, of course, the mines.

Although Claire sees that the industry is facing clear 
challenges, she thinks that young people who are passionate 
about the sugar industry bring a breath of fresh air with them.

“The sugar industry’s next generation are keen for the 
industry to do well and are wanting to see change and to be a 
part of it,” says Claire.

“Agriculture has advanced so much and we, the next 
generation, could be called a link between the historical 
knowledge and emerging technology and we must bring them 
together.” n

Checking out nutrient deficiency in 
the Daintree. (Photo: David Calcino)

Claire at a Bundaberg smut farm in 
2010.

Spotlight on Agronomist –
Claire Bailey
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By Greg Beashel

QSL is owned by the industry and has a membership 
which is structured to have equal representation between 
growers and millers. While each miller supplying sugar 

to QSL under a Raw Sugar Supply Agreement (RSSA) is a 
member of QSL, it is unfeasible to have all 4000 plus growers 
throughout Queensland become members of the company. 
Under our constitution, our Grower Representative Members 
consist of one representative from each single mill area, 
and where a mill area is part of a mill group (eg Burdekin), 
that number of representatives from the mill area equal to 
the number of mills in the mill group. In addition, there is a 
representative from CANEGROWERS and Australian Cane 
Farmers Association (ACFA). This brings the total QSL 
Grower Representative Member positions to 23.

QSL Grower Members hold their positions for a three-year 
period. A total of three elections have been held to-date – 2005, 
2008 and 2011. We are due to hold an election this year. Before 
I explain the election process, I would like to firstly thank our 
current Grower Members for their commitment and dedication 
to their roles during their tenure. They have certainly stood up 
for growers’ needs and it has been pleasing working with them 
to grow the role of the Grower Member and increase the two-
way flow of information.

As a Grower Member, you are requested to attend the QSL 
Annual General Meeting (AGM) and other special meetings 
of QSL as required, to vote on matters of importance to the 
industry. I believe there is a much greater opportunity and role 
for our Grower Members beyond these basic commitments.

QSL Grower Members are the voice of growers from across 
the state. At QSL, we believe you are a vital communication 
link between QSL and growers throughout Queensland. 
As a local representative, you are in a position to provide 
direct feedback to QSL on behalf of growers in your region. 
Equally, QSL has a role to play in keeping you informed on 
our activities so you can share this information with growers 
in your region. Our commitment to you will be to listen when 
you provide us with feedback. We will also keep you updated 
on our latest activities and provide you with an in-depth 
understanding of the services we offer. We are endeavouring to 
hold at least two Grower Member workshops each year, with 
one to be held at the beginning of the year (before harvesting 
commences) and one around the time of the QSL AGM.

We are encouraging growers to nominate a representative 
from their mill area who is connected to growers, understand 
the needs of growers in your region and has the enthusiasm and 
desire to be your voice and keep updated on QSL’s activities. 
This person may be you. Ideally, we are aiming to have all 
Grower Members appointed by the end of August 2014, to 
ensure they are provided with ample notice to attend the QSL 
AGM on October 20, 2014. Keep an eye out for advertisements 
in your local newspaper which will appear prior to Easter.

Nomination forms and other information about the election 
process are available via the QSL website – www.qsl.com.au. 
To nominate as a representative for a mill area, you must be a 
sugar cane grower who supplies sugar cane under contract to 
a mill in your relevant mill area. Nominations close on Friday, 
May 9, 2014.

If we receive more nominations than the designated number 
of Grower Members referable to a particular mill area, a vote 
will need to take place. That region will be notified that a vote 
is to take place, and voting papers will be made available.

It should be noted that there is no remuneration paid for 
this role. Grower Members are expected to attend the QSL 
AGM and other special meetings as they are called, but they 
may send a proxy on their behalf if unable to attend. It will 
be up to the individual Grower Member as to how active they 
want to be in their role, but we encourage Grower Members to 
participate to ensure QSL’s ongoing success.
For more information visit www.qsl.com.au or contact your local QSL Industry 
Relationship Manager Cathy Kelly (0409 285 074 / cathy.kelly@qsl.com.au) or 
Carla Keith (0409 372 305 / carla.keith@qsl.com.au) n

QSL Grower Member 
nominations now open

Greg Beashel.
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Next Gen farmer takes out  
Young Achiever of the Year

Josh Buchbach.Josh with his 
dog Diesel.

Young Next Gen cane farmer, Josh Buchbach, has 
taken out ‘Young Achiever of the Year’ at the Annual 
Bundaberg Sugar Industry Productivity Achievement 

Awards for the 2013 Season.
Josh received his award in front of around 220 invited 

guests including growers, millers, sponsors, suppliers and 
industry associates who attended a special dinner to recognise 
the winners on Friday night.

“I was really surprised to get this award and really 
appreciate the committee considering me,” says Josh.

“I have to thank to SunWater for sponsoring the award and 
also thanks to Bundaberg Sugar for a really good night.”

Remarkably, Josh has only been in the industry since 2010, 
but within this short space of time what Josh has achieved is 
nothing short of impressive, with the 2013 season seeing Josh 
harvest a total of 3105 tonnes at 84tc/ha from 37 hectares and 
2505 tonnes at 69tc/ha from 36 hectaresa.

Although Josh’s family left cane farming some years ago, 
and working a week on week off roster as a diesel mechanic in 

the mines in Central Queensland, the desire Josh had to become 
a farmer himself was undeniable.

“Being a farmer, to me, was always a childhood dream as 
that is what my father was.

“There are a lot of great people in the farming industries 
that are always full of good humor and character.”

Along with Gavin Lerch and Matt Kingston, Josh volunteers 
as a Representative for the Bundaberg and Isis region for young 
industry group Next Gen.

“I think the Next Gen program provides young farmers, 
millers and researchers with both social and professional 
contacts which will benefit them both now and in the future.

“The program allows the next generation of cane farmers to 
build friendships and learn from each other; as in this industry 
everyone has always got new ideas they are playing with, to 
make things quicker or more profitable.”

Regarding the future of the sugar industry, Josh hopes to see 
it remaining profitable and that other ways of adding value to 
the industry are utilised.

“We solely rely on sugar when there is so much more that 
could be done with the crop to provide sustainability in the 
years of sugar surplus.”

Along with fellow regional Next Gen Reps, Gavin and 
Matt, Josh is extremely passionate about cane farming and 
the importance that the next generation of farmers are to the 
Australian sugar industry.
For more information about joining your local Next Gen group, please email 
nextgenfarmers@gmail.com n
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Gerard’s on the 
road again
Next Gen Officer, Gerard Puglisi, will be headed back 

out on the road in April, travelling from Mossman 
right down to NSW so watch out for him and the Cane 

Captiva.
If you want to catch up with Gerard while he is in your area, please give him a 
bell on 0412 417 717. n

Next Gen Officer, 
Gerard Puglisi

Win an iPad 
Mini!

Send us your favourite photo from around the farm 
for your chance to win an iPad mini. The winning 
photographer will receive an iPad mini and will have 

their winning photo published in Next Gen Farmer magazine 
and on nextgenfarmer.com!

Suggested themes include (but are not limited to):
 n My favourite old tractor;
 n My best old Akubra;
 n My loyal farm dog;
 n Picturesque sugarcane landscapes; and,
 n Next Gen family farmer.

All photos must be sent to nextgenfarmer@gmail.com with 
your full name and short description of the photo by 4pm on 
Monday 30th June. Please send your photo in a high resolution 
format. Winners will be notified by Friday, July 4, 2014. n

Are you receiving Next Gen’s 
monthly E-Newsletter?

Keep up to date with industry news 
by subscribing to our 
free E-Newsletter. 

Sign up now at by emailing 
nextgenfarmers@gmail.com

FREE E-NEWSLETTER
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Next Gen was very pleased to attend the Grower 
Innovation Virtual Expo (GIVE) 2014 on March 18 and 
19 in Innisfail. 

GIVE is a unique conference which allows innovative sugar 
cane growers to transfer their information to other growers 
industry wide.

The two – day event kicked off with a casual BBQ at 
Innisfail Showgrounds where delegates registered, collected 
their conference bags and got to catch up and talk about the 
festivities in the days ahead. 

Day one featured presentations from various grower groups 
from across the industry, which included: 

 n The Biochar Grower Group of Lannercost – ‘Assessing 
the impact of biochar in the Herbert cane industry’.

 n Driving Agricultural Goals Group (DAG) – ‘Developing 
prescription compost to suit specific soils in Maryborough 
district’.

 n Mt Catherine Cooperative – ‘Effective use of lower mill 
mud rates in the nutrition program’.

 n The United Soybean Growers Group – ‘Cross Regional 
Soybean Variety Trials’.

 n Advance Burdekin Collective Research Group – 
‘Investigating the Role of Microbes, Carbon in Soil – Plant 
interaction in Burdekin Sugarcane soils’.

 n Farmacist – ‘Next step in Precision Agriculture’.
Following the mornings presentations, participants split into 

groups and ventured off on field tours around the local area. 
Included in the tour was a stop next to the South Johnstone 

Mill to learn about gabion baskets that local farmers are using 
to slow water flow and prevent the erosion of infield gullies. 
Here we also heard from Bob Stewart from Terrain about 
revegetation projects in the area.

We also stopped by Gattera and Devaney’s farm to have 
a look at their high clearance three-wheel row crop sprayer 
named Mantis. The group heard details of the design and 
construction of this impressive machine thanks to support from 
Sugar Research Australia. 

The tour also included a stop at the Cecchi’s farm where 
they showed off their hooded sprayers and their ‘Responsible 
Economical Environmental Fertiliser applicator’. The fertiliser 
applicator was created by Michael Camilleri, a local cane 
farmer and engineer.

That evening the event dinner was held at Brothers League 
Club where the delegates heard from 2012 Nuffield Scholar, 
Bryan Granshaw. Bryan intrigued the audience by sharing 
his Nuffield travel and study experiences. Bryan outlined the 
benefits the Nuffield program can have on the Australian sugar 
industry.

Day two presentations again featured talks on projects from 
grower groups from all over the State, which included:

 n Homebush Innovative Growers Group – ‘Using 
distribution of organic carbon as a basis for reducing 
nitrogen application rates’.

 n Precise Pivot Management Grower Group – ‘Maximising 
Centre Pivot Efficiencies’.

 n Hawkins Creek/Lannercost/Leach United Pig 
Management Group – ‘Integrated Feral Pig Management 
for the Herbert cane area’.

 n LUMPS Farming Group – ‘Improvement of internal soil 
drainage and yield on heavy clay soils in the Herbert’.

 n Plane Creek Sustainable Farmers Inc. – ‘Developing 
Extended fallow options for the Plane Creek district’.

 n Blackburn Harvesting Group – ‘Skip Row Configuration 
in Sugar Cane’.
The day two field tour included a trip to the iconic Sugar 

Museum in Mourilyan. Here the group took some time to 

Next Gen at GIVE 2014

Next Gen farmers at GIVE L to R Jason Sheperdson 
Gerard Pulgisi, Gerard Padovan and Erik DUrso.

Delegates hearing about the dual herbicide sprayer.



listen to a presentation on the history of the sugar industry and 
wandered through the important historic collection held here. 

The group also stopped to hear cane farmer Adrian 
Daveniza speak about his farm’s dual herbicide sprayer without 
hoods. Adrian explained that the sprayer allows glyphosate 
applications in the inter-row using a twin tank sprayer and that 
they have developed the device in conjunction with QDAFF 
with the help of Allan Blair and Jack Robertson.

Also on the tour was a visit to a MSF-owned farm in 
Silkwood where Robert Brookes talked to the group about their 
trials with spraying residual herbicide directly onto the soil 
surface immediately after the cane is harvested, before the trash 
is placed. 

Following the two-day event, Next Gen took part in the 
Innisfail Field day held in the town’s showground. Despite the 

wet and windy weather, it was pleasing to see so many farmers 
and other stakeholders from many industries turn out to enjoy 
the day. 

A huge thank you must go to the Innisfail Growers 
Action group, organising committee and event sponsors for a 
spectacular few days. n
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Gerard Puglisi 
Next Gen Officer 
0412 417 717 
nextgen@acfa.com.au

Gerard Padovan 
Mossman Rep 
0416 034 953 
gnrpadovan@gmail.com

Erik D’Uros 
Innisfail Rep 
0428 247 405 
ejdurso@gmail.com

Carl Menzel 
Burdekin Rep 
0427 773 344 
mailsack@bigpond.com

Hayden Quabba 
Mackay Rep 
0400 266 012 
quabba621@hotmail.com

Phil Deguara 
Mackay Rep 
0417 796 468 
pfdeguara@bigpond.com

Gavin Lerch 
Bundaberg/Isis Rep 
0418 798 225 
grlerch@bundysugar.com.au

Josh Buchbach 
Bundaberg/Isis Rep 
0427 559 095 
Josh.buchbach@hotmail.com

Mat Kingston 
Isis Rep 
0427 614 401 
amantom77@gmail.com

Sam Mischke 
Rocky Point Rep 
0423 399 281 
lcmmischke1@bigpond.com

Monia Poel 
NSW Rep 
02 6683 4205 
richmondcane@gmail.com

Next Gen HQ 
(07) 3839 1900 
nextgenfarmers@gmail.com 
GPO Box 608, Brisbane, Q 4001Ne
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Responsible economical environmental 
fertiliser applicator.

High clearance 3-wheel row crop 
sprayer called Mantis.


